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DEAR FRIEND,

ONCE KNOWN AS THE BLOODIEST AND MOST DANGEROUS PRISON IN AMERICA, THE

LOUISIANA STATE PENITENTIARY IN ANGOLA HAS BEEN DRAMATiCALLY TRANSFORMED

BY THE POWER OF GOD. JUST A FEW WEEKS AGO, I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO PREACH

THE GOSPEL AT THIS SPRAWLING 18,000-ACRE PRISON~'FARM SURROUNDED BY THE

MIGHTy'MISSISSIPPI RIVER ON THREE SIDES AND RUGGED HILLS ON THE OTHER.
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I came to Angola at the invitation of Warden Burl
Cain, who has helped lead this moral and spiritual
transformation since his arrival over a decade ago.
Every inmate who enters Angola is met by both a prison
official and an inmate chaplain. They are all strongly
encouraged to attend one of the several churches that
meet regularly in the prison chapels, and many do.
The chapels are located at five of the six camps into
which the 5,100 prisoners are divided.

This amazing transformation has taken place
among a prison population that includes the most
violent criminals in the state. Nearly 90 percent of the
prisoners sent to Angola never leave, since the average
sentence is 88-90 years.
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Dozens of them are locked up on Death Row, where
they spend years awaiting death by lethal injection.
Before our Crusade began, I walked down one Death
Row cell block, praying with each of the prisoners and
sharing the love of Jesus Christ. Some of them took my
hand as we prayed. I told them that we are all sinners
under the sentence of death by a holy God, but we all
can be forgiven and cleansed when we repent of our
sins and place our faith in Jesus Christ.

Laterthat afternoon, I went to the AngolaRodeo
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Arena to preach the Gospel.Thousands of
inmates,most wearingprison-issuedwhite
or blue shirts,were assembledin bleachers
behind a securityfence,and more than a
thousand localresidentswereseatedon the

opposite side.This is the same arena where
the famousAngolaPrison Rodeo is held
in the spring and fallof eachyear.

It wasa blessingto share how God sent
His Son,JesusChrist,on a rescuemissionto
Earth to deliverus from our sins.I explained
that if they repented of their sinsand called

- - - ---onBim,~uld.foIgiye..them..and_givL
them a new beginning.At the invitation,
nearly 150people came forward to make
decisionsfor Christ,most of them prisoners
who bowed their heads and prayedwith the
inmate chaplains.

One of those chaplainswasSidney
Deloach,who has been incarceratedat Angola
for more than 25years.He told me that the
Crusadehad givenhim a renewedpassion for
the work of the Gospelin Angola."Weknow
that our labor for the Lord is not vain:' he said.
"This Crusadeshinesthe spotlighton the
hand of God here,and wepraise Him:'

Hundreds of inmates likeSidneyhave
been trained as chaplainsand pastors through
an on-site extensionprogram of the New
Orleans BaptistTheologicalSeminary.These
chaplainsare stationed at the sixcorrectional
camps set up within Angola,ministeringto the
needs of their fellowprisoners and boldly
sharing God'sWord.

Under Warden Cain'sleadership,chapels
havebeen built with privatefunds where
prisoners worship and attend discipleshipand
evangelismclasses.What a blessingto seethese
steeplesrisingfar abovethe razor wire and
despairof prison, pointing to the one true
God who can givehope, new life,and true
freedom.
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While I was touring the prison with the
warden, he shareda burden on his heart with
me. One camp stillhas no chapel.The
prisoners currentlymeet in a buildingthat
houses the executionchamber.Sincethis is a
state correctionalfacility,any chapelmust be
constructedwith private funds.




